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NOTE ON THE "EXTERNAL SOUL" MOTIF

Cf. the story of Ohim6 in the Sicllianuche M'drchen, collected by Laura
Gonzenbach, where Maruzza asks Ohim6 how it would be possible to
kill him. So in Indian Fairy Tales, collected by Miss Stokes, Hiralal Basa
persuades Sonahri Rani to ask his father where he keeps his soul. Some
interesting remarks on this subject will be found in the notes to this tale
(Indian Fairy Tales, p. 260). See also No. 1 in Campbell's Tales of the Western
Highlands9 and Dr Reinhold Kohler's remarks in Orient und Occident, voL ii,
p. 100. Cf. also Ralston's Russian Folk-Tales, pp. 80, 81 and 136, and
Veckenstedt's Wendische Sagen, p. 72.

In the "Gehornte Siegfried" (Simrock's Deutsche Volksbucher, vol. iii,
pp. 368 and 416) the hero is made invulnerable everywhere but between the
shoulders by being smeared with the melted fat of a dragon. Cf. also the
story of Achilles. For the transformation of Chandamahasena into a boar
cf Bartsch's Sagen, Mdrchen und gebrauche aus Meklenburg, vol. ii, pp. 144, 145,,
and Gubernatis, Zoological Mythology, vol. ii, p. 14. See also Schoppner's.
Geschichte der Bayerischen Lande, vol. i, p. 258.------

The idea of life depending on some extraneous object dates from the
earliest times. It first appears on a papyrus of the nineteenth dynasty sold
by Madame Elizabeth d'Orbiney to the British Museum in 1857. The tale
which is known as ''The Story of the Two Brothers" contains many in-
teresting incidents to which we shall have to refer in a later volume. Among
them is a clear account of an external soul. We read (Maspero, Popular
Stories of Ancient Egypt, p. 10) : " I shall take out my heart by magic to place
it on the top of the flower of the acacia; and when the acacia is cut down
and my heart falls to the ground thou shalt come to seek for it. When thou
shalt have passed seven years in seeking for it, be not disheartened, but when
once thou hast found it place it in a vase of fresh water; without doubt I
shall live anew, and recompense the evil that shall have been done to me."

In the " Adventure of Satni-Khamois with the Mummies," which appears
on a papyrus of Ptolemaic age, we find the first example of concealing an
article in numerous boxes for the sake of safety. In later days this motif was
applied to the external soul, and, as we shall see shortly, it is this form of
the story ^hich has spread through so many nations. In the Egyptian tale
of Satni-Khamofs the hidden article is the famous book of Thoth, which gave
the possessor superhuman knowledge of every kind. It was naturally very
hard to obtain, and is described as being " in the midst of the sea of Coptos in
an iron coffer. The iron coffer contains a bronze coffer; the bronze coffer
contains a coffer of cinnamon wood; the coffer of cinnamon wood contains a
coffer of ivory and ebony; the coffer of ivory and ebony contains a coffer of
silver; the coffer of silver contains a coffer of gold, and the book is in that.
And there is a schene (12,000 royal cubits of 52 centimetres each) of reptiles
round the coffer in which is the book, and there is an immortal serpent rolled
round the coffer in question" (Maspero, op. cit.y pp. 124, 125),